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SUMMARY OF THE INTRODUCTION 


By 
D.S. LOWINGER 


Codex Cairo is the earliest extant 
Hebrew manuscript, and the earliest 
Bible manuscript containing both date 
(896 C.E.)! and author (the noted mass- 
orite Moses b. Asher of Tiberias). Alth- 
ough a number of other Bible manuscri- 
pts have been attributed to the ninth 
century, the dates in these codices have 
been proven dubious, if not outright 
forgeries. Thus: 

1) Vatican Mss. 4—6, with the forged 
date 840, are properly placed in the 
14th or 15th century.? 

2) Cambridge University Ms. 12, with the 
colophon 856° also considered a forg— 
ery, probably belongs to the 12th 
century.4 

3) Leningrad Ms. D 62. bears a colophon 
with the date 847(?). In this case, 
however, the photos are extremely 
dificult to decipher,5 and a strong 
suspicion exists as to whether the 


1. Certain scholars give the date: 895 or 896; cf. 
R. Gottheil, Some Hebrew Manuscripts in Cairo 
(JOR 1905, p.640) ms. 34 

2. cf. Aloni-Lowinger, A List of Hebrew Manuscript 
Photocopies at the Hebrew University, part 111 
(Vatican) p. 15; U.Cassuto, Bibliotheca Vaticanae 
codices manuscripti recensiti. Vaticano 1956 pp. 47. 

3. Schiller-Szinessy, S.M., Catalogue of the Hebrew 
Manuscripts preserved in the University Library, 
Cambridge 1876 pp. 12-15 

4. cf. Y.Yeivin, “Bible, Bible Manuscripts” (in Hebrew 


colophon is an original part of the 
manuscript.§ 


The origin of the Cairo manuscript 
has also been doubted, but this is part of a 
general trend among scholars who attri- 
bute, on the one hand, numerous works 
to Moses b. Asher, while denying his 
part, and that of his son Aaron b. Moses, 
in the production of Bible codices hitherto 
credited to them. 

One of these problematical works is 
an appendix in the Cairo ms. itself: 
‘Seder Mikra’’, as introduction to the 
divisions of the Bible and matters of 
Massora.’ This list has been published a 
number of times, based on its various 
SOUICES: 


1) At the beginning of “Dikduke Ha- — 
Ta’amim”’ ed. Baer-Strack® 


2) The A. Dotan ed., Chapter 2 9 


3) As a portion of the Massora material 


:Mikra), in the “Encyclopedia Mikrait” vol. 5 p. 430. 

5S. see the description by Yeivin in his ‘“‘“Keter Aram-Zova, 
Nikudo VeTa‘amav”, Jerusalem 1969, p. 371 

6. at least on the basis of the photo-copy before us in 
Jerusalem. | “% 

7. In this facsimile edition: vol, 2 p.583 

8. Leipzig, 1879; A facsimile edition, with an Introduction 
by D.S. Lowinger, was published by “MAKOR", i 
Jerusalem 1970. 

9. “Sefer Dikduke Ha-Ta’amim", Jerusalem 1967; of. 
my review in “Tarbiz” 38, 1969, pp. 186-201. 





published by C.D.Ginzburg!° from 

the appendix to Leningrad Ms. B19a11 

Whereas it appears that Dotan is 
correct in claiming that no proof exists 
to declare Moses b. Asher author of the 
list,12 conversely there is no reason to 
accept his theory that Moses b. Asher 
or his son instituted changes in the 
wording, but rather that they attempted to 
copy verbatim what existed before them. 

The origin of this list, as well as other 
additions to the Cairo Ms., have how- 
ever no bearing on the identification of 
the scribe himself. Rather, it is feasible 
that Moses b. Asher simply copied these 
additions from lists already before him.13 


10. Introduction to the Massoretico-critical Edition of the 
Hebrew Bible, London 1897. With a Prolegomenon 
by H. Orlinsky (Ktav Publishing House} New York, 
1966, Appendix ii, pp. 983-992 

11. Published in facsimile edition by MAKOR, with an 
introduction by D.S.Lowinger (Jerusalem, 1970). 
Chapters 1-42 published by Ginzburg are taken 
from pages 304-313 (vol. 3 of the facsimile edition) 


and are only a_ portion of the material in the | 


manuscript, and this too was presented without the 
vowelization that exists in the original. 


Various doubts concerning this theory, 


however, have been put forward by © 
Neubaer, 14 Merx,15 Teicher16and Yalon.17 | | 
As to the age of the manuscript, this — 
problem will ultimately be solved by 
radioactive analysis, a process I have 
already suggested regarding the Allepo 
Bible Ms.18 More serious doubts, raised 
both by Yalon and myself, revolve around 
obvious discrepancies in the Ben-Asher 
tradition, itself as reflected in the Allepo 
Ms.. This problem deserves to be dealt 
with at length, and the reader will find a 
detailed discussion in the 2nd volume of 
my study on the Massora Magna of the > 
Allepo Ms., to appear shortly. 


1?. see vol. ii of his edition, p.172; vol. iti p. 345 note 13, 
where the views of Klar and Kahle are also cited. 

13. see Klar, ““Mehkarim Ve’Iyunim” p. 310 

14, see his article in Studia Biblica IIT (1891). 

15. A. Merx, Die Schlussmassora aus dem Cairiner Codex 
vom Jahre 1028 (Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie xiv, (1891) 
p. 294. 7 

16. J.L.Teicher, The Ben-Asher Bible Manuscripts, JS. 
(1950-1951) pp. 17-25. 

17. see his article on “Corrected Editions of the Bible” 
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